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A  change  in  egg  produc- 
tion is  usually  accompanied 
by  an  opposite  change  in  farm 
prices.  In  1957-68  there 
were  only  two  exceptions. 
Increases  in  production  in 
1958  and  1966  were  accom- 
panied by  increases  in  the 
farm  price  of  eggs.  Smaller 
and  declining  egg  production 
In  the  second  half  of  1968, 
together  with  much  stronger 
demand,  resulted  in  sharply 
higher  prices.  Although  pro- 
duction for  the  year  was  down 
only  1  percent,  prices  to 
producers  averaged  8  per- 
cent higher. 


EGG  PRODUCTION  AND  FARM  PRICES: 
PERCENT  CHANGE  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEAR 
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Unit 

Month 

or 
date 

Average 

;  1962-66 

:  1967 

i  1968 

Month 

or 
date 

Average 

;  1962-66 

:  1967 

1968 

1969 

Eggs 

Mil.  eggs 

Nov. 

5,238 

5,726 

5,539 

Dec. 

5,1*93 

5,962 

5,721* 

Average  number  of 

Mil. 

Nov. 

311.0 

327.9 

318.3 

Dec. 

313.0 

329.1 

318.7 

Eggs 

Nov. 

16.8 

17.5 

17.1* 

Dec. 

17.6 

18.1 

18.0 

Mil.  lb. 

Nov. 

16.6 

26.8 

20.9 

Dec. 

18.1* 

2U.0 

18.9 

Mil.  lb. 

Nov. 

2.8 

1+.2 

3.2 

Dec. 

2.8 

U.2 

2.3 

Prices  received  by 

Ct./doz. 

Dec. 

37.5 

32.3 

1*1.9 

Jan. 

36.2 

37.8 

31.5 

1*3.0 

Ct.  per  doz. 

Nov. 

58.0 

1*6. 1* 

56.9 

Dec. 

58.9 

U8.9 

62.2 

Price  paid  for 

Dol.  per  ton 

Dec. 

81*. 0 

8U.  0 

79-0 

Jan. 

1/    81*. 0 

89.O 

82.0 

80.0 

Egg-feed  price  ratio  l/.  .  . 

Ratio 

Dec. 

8.9 

7.7 

10.6 

•  Jan. 

1/  8.1* 

8.6 

7.7 

10.8 

Stocks : 
Shell 

Mil.  lb. 

Dec. 
Dec. 

105 
63.1* 

150 
95.7 

91 
82.1* 

Jan. 
Jan. 

7U 
57.1* 

27 
36.2 

86 
89.5 

66 
72.1 

Replacement  chicks 

Mil. 

Nov. 

26.3 

27.7 

35.3 

Dec. 

26.3 

27.0 

33.6 

11*. 3 

Poultry 

Price  at  farm  liveweight 

Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

13-6 
9-5 
13.0 
23.1* 

12.0 
7.3 
ll.l* 
18.5 

13.1* 
8.9 
12.9 

21.1 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

15.2 
9-7 
1U.5 
21.7 

13-9 
9.0 
13-3 
22.3 

13-5 
7.7 
12.9 
18.2 

li*. 3 
9.2 
13-7 

20.U 

9-City  weighted  average  1 
wholesale  broiler  price 

Ct.  per  lb. 

Dec. 

23.0 

25.7 

Jan. 

25.3 

25.6 

27.1 

RetaiJ.  price  of 
broilers  in  Urban 

Ct.  per  lb. 

Nov. 

39.2 

37.0 

39.2 

Dec. 

38.7 

37.1* 

39-2 

Stocks : 

Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

26.1* 
283.7 
1*18.0 

U0.3 
1*28.7 
606.1 

18.3 
385.7 
1*86.2 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

28.7 
218.3 
360.5 

1+2.1 
267.1 
1*36.1 

1*1.3 
366.9 
5U0.3 

20.6 
322.8 
1*21.0 

Dol.  per  ton 

Dec. 

92 

90 

88 

Jan. 

1/  91 

96 

90 

88 

Broiler-feed  price 

ratio  1/   

Ratio 

Dec. 

2.9 

2.7 

3.0 

Jan. 

1/  3.2 

2.9 

3.0 

3.2 

Dol.  per  ton 

Dec. 

39 

B9 

86 

Jan. 

1/  89 

91* 

88 

87 

Turkey-feed  price 
ratio  \j 

Ratio 

Dec. 

5.2 

U.2 

i*.9 

Jan. 

1/  5.0 

U.8 

l*.3 

U.7 

Placement  of 

broiler  chicks  in 

Mil. 

Dec. 

Ul.i 

1*6.0 

1*9. 0 

Jan. 

1*0.0 

1*8.2 

1*9.2 

50.U 

1/  Prior  to  January  1968,  laying  feed  prices  were  in  100  pound  units,  but  since  January  1968,  prices  reflect  tonnage  sold 
in  bulk,  sacked  and  at  quantity  price  discounts. 
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SUMMARY 


A  slight  decrease  in  egg  production,  a 
substantial  increase  in  broiler  output,  and  a 
small  increase  in  turkey  production  are  in 
prospect  for  1969. 

Egg  production,  now  below  a  year  ago, 
may  go  above  1968  levels  by  the  end  of  sum- 
mer, but  output  will  likely  total  slightly  low- 
er for  the  year.  Broiler  chicks  placed  for 
marketing  in  the  first  quarter  totaled  4  to  5 
percent  above  a  year  earlier,  and  a  larger 
increase  is  expected  in  the  spring.  Producers 
reported  plans  to  raise  about  3  percent  more 
turkeys  this  year. 

These  changes  generally  are  in  response 
to  last  year's  improved  product  prices  for 
poultry  and  relatively  low  feed  prices.  With 
a  cut  in  egg  production  beginning  last  sum- 
mer, prices  to  producers  of  eggs  increased 
substantially  from  the  depressed  levels  of 
the  first  half  and  for  the  year  averaged  moder- 
ately higher.  Broiler  prices  averaged  higher 
throughout  1968  than  the  year  before.  Live 
turkey  prices  rose  slowly  from  the  February 
low  to  November  and  averaged  higher  for 
the  year.  Feed  prices  were  lower  in  1968, 
while  prices  for  broiler  chicks  and  poults 
averaged  higher.  Prices  for  started  pullets 
were  about  unchanged. 


In  the  first  half  of  1969,  egg  prices  at 
the  farm  are  expected  to  average  substanti- 
ally above  the  29.6  cents  a  dozen  in  the  same 
period  of  1968.  Live  turkey  prices  may  aver- 
age around  10  percent  above  the  18.5  cents 
per  pound  received  in  the  first  half  of  1968. 
Broiler  prices  (ready  to  cook,  9  cities)  in 
January  averaged  27.1  cents  per  pound,  1.5 
cents  above  a  year  ago.  If  larger  supplies 
materialize,  broiler  prices  after  the  early 
months  of  1969  are  expected  to  average  low- 
er than  a  year  earlier. 


Eggs 

Egg  production  in  January  was  4  percent 
below  a  year  earlier  as  layer  numbers  con- 
tinued lower.  Output  is  expected  to  stay  be- 
low 1968  levels  through  spring  but  may  move 
up  after  midyear.  Producers  started  12  per- 
cent more  replacement  pullet  chicks  in  the 
last  half  of  1968  than  a  year  earlier.  Economic 
indicators  suggest  that  in  the  first  half  of  1969 
producers  may  increase  the  rate  to  10-15 
percent  above  a  year  earlier;  however,  pro- 
ducers on  February  1  reported  plans  to  buy 
4  percent  fewer  replacement  chicks  this  year 
than  last. 
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Egg  prices  at  the  farm  averaged  43.0 
cents  per  dozen  in  January,  37  percent  over 
January  1968  as  production  continued  below 
year-earlier  levels.  Even  though  egg  prices 
are  expected  to  decline  seasonally  in  the  spring, 
they  likely  will  average  substantially  above 
the  29.6  cents  per  dozen  of  January-June 
1968.  But  if  producers  add  the  large  number 
of  pullets  to  the  laying  flock  egg  prices  later 
in  the  year  will  likely  average  below  the 
38  cents  of  July-December  1968. 

Broilers 

Broiler  meat  production  increased  moder- 
ately in  the  last  quarter  of  1968.  Broiler 
chick  placements  indicate  4  to  5  percent  larger 
marketings  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year 
than  last;  a  larger  increase  in  output  is  ex- 
pected in  the  spring.  Broiler  prices  (whole- 
sale ready-to-cook  in  9  cities)  averaged  about 
25.3  cents  per  pound  in  the  last  quarter  of 
1968,  about  2  cents  above  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  increased  seasonally  to  more  than  27 
cents  per  pound  early  in  January  1969  and 
continued  above  a  year  earlier  through  early 
February.  By  spring  they  are  expected  to  run 
below  1968  as  larger  broiler  supplies  move 
to  market  and  broilers  face  competition  from 
larger  supplies  of  red  meats. 


Turkeys 

The  number  of  turkeys  raised  in  1968 
was  16  percent  below  the  year  before.  A 
modest  improvement  in  the  turkey  feed-price 
relationship  in  1968  set  the  stage  for  some 
increase  in  production  in  1969— and  producers 
have  indicated  intentions  to  raise  3  percent 
more.  USDA*  s  Turkey  Marketing  Guide,  issued 
in  December,  suggested  that  producers  raise 
about  the  same  number  of  turkeys  in  1969 
as  the  year  before.  This  would  reduce  cold 
storage  holdings  and  result  in  somewhat  higher 
prices  to  growers. 


Turkey  prices  through  the  first  half  of 
1969  will  be  strongly  influenced  by  the  large 
carryover— 323  million  pounds— of  frozen 
stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Turkeys 
also  will  face  strong  competion  from  larger 
supplies  of  red  meats  and  broilers.  Thus, 
live  turkey  prices  through  the  first  half  may 
continue  close  to  the  January  level  of  20.4 
cents  per  pound.  If  growers'  intentions  materi- 
alize, prices  in  the  main  marketing  season 
(September-December)  will  likely  show  no  im- 
provement over  1968. 


SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 


EGGS 

Outlook  for  1969 

Production — Egg  production  in  1969  may  total 
slightly  below  1968  levels.  Production  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  4  percent  under  the 
high  level  of  a  year  ago.  But  output  will  likely 
increase  compared  with  1968,  and  by  late 
1969  may  be  the  same  to  moderately  above 
a  year  earlier. 

In  response  to  more  favorable  egg-feed 
price  ratios,  producers  started  12  percent 
more  replacement  pullet  chicks  in  the  last 
half  of  1968  than  a  year  earlier.  Moreover, 
a  typical  producer  response  to  recent  egg- 
feed  price  ratios  would  lead  to  10  to  15  per- 
cent more  replacement  pullets  in  the  first 
half  of  this  year  compared  with  last  year. 
Such  increases  would  bring  layer  numbers 
to  1968  levels  in  the  summer  and  above  those 
of  last  year  in  the  fourth  quarter.  However, 
producers  on  February  1  reported  plans  to 


buy  4  percent  fewer  replacement  chicks  and 
started  pullets  than  in  1968.  If  these  plans 
are  carried  out  layer  numbers  in  the  fall 
may  be  no  larger  than  in  1968. 

Prices— Prices  to  producers  for  eggs  in  Jan- 
uary averaged  42  cents  a  dozen,  11-1/2  cents 
above  a  year  ago.  Although  they  will  decline 
seasonally,  prices  in  the  spring  are  expected 
to  continue  above  last  year,  but  the  difference 
is  expected  to  narrow.  Prices  in  the  last  half 
of  the  year  will  be  importantly  influenced  by 
the  size  of  the  laying  flock.  If  producers  add 
a  large  number  of  pullets  from  the  first-half 
1969  hatch,  prices  in  the  second  half  likely 
will  average  moderately  below  a  year  earlier, 
and  in  the  fall  substantially  below  the  fall 
of  1%8.  But  if  producers  cut  back  replacements 
as  indicated  in  February  intentions,  egg  markets 
in  the  second  half  would  be  relatively  strong. 

Production  Costs— The  cost  of  producing  eggs 
will  likely  increase  moderately  in  1969.  Feed 
costs  may  change  little  but  most  other  costs 
may  average  higher.   Feed  grain  prices  may 
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average  slightly  higher  but  lower  soybean  meal 
prices  may  be  offsetting.  Animal  proteins  will 
probably  average  higher  in  the  first  half  of 
this  year. 

Prices  of  pullet  chicks  and  started  pullets 
are  expected  to  average  moderately  higher  this 
year  than  last. 

The  cost  of  other  items  of  production  will 
likely  increase  in  1969,  but  at  a  slower  pace 
than  in  1968. 

The  use  of  eggs  for  breaking  will  likely 
increase  this  year.  The  increase  will  reflect 
partly  a  growing  demand  for  liquid  eggs  for 
immediate  consumption  and  partly  a  higher 
level  of  breaking  for  freezing  and  drying  in 
the  spring  and  fall,  as  prices  become  more 
attractive  to  breakers.  Stocks  of  frozen  eggs 
have  been  reduced  the  past  few  months  but 
are  still  above  the  average  of  recent  years. 

The  use  of  eggs  for  hatching  is  expected 
to  be  larger  in  1969.  Both  broiler-type  and 
egg-type  chick  hatchings  are  expected  to  be 
up  substantially.  The  proportion  of  eggs  used 
for  hatching  purpose  has  continued  to  increase 
as  a  result  of  the  growth  in  broiler  output. 

Exports  of  market  eggs  may  continue  to 
decline  in  1969.  But  exports  of  hatching  eggs 
may  again  increase  as  U.S.  breeders  continue 
to  aggressively  compete  for  markets,  parti- 
cularly in  developing  countries. 

Little  change  from  1968  levels  is  ex- 
pected in  military  purchases  of  eggs  and  egg 
products. 

Review  of  1968 

Production— Egg  production  of  69.4  billion  eggs 
in  1968  was  1  percent  less  than  the  preceding 
year.  Output  was  above  year-earlier  levels 
through  the  first  quarter  then  fell  below  in 
the  second  quarter  and  continued  to  decline 
relative  to  1967  through  the  rest  of  the  year. 
Production  at  the  end  of  1968  was  running 
4  percent  below  the  high  level  of  a  year 
earlier. 

In  the  spring  of  1967,  in  response  to 
low  egg  prices  and  rising  feed  costs,  pro- 
ducers began  starting  fewer  replacement  pul- 
lets. This  decline  in  starts,  however,  did 
not  reduce  the  number  of  layers  below  year- 
earlier  levels  until  mid-1968.  This  prolonged 
period  of  adjustment  was  due  mainly  to  the  in- 


crease in  the  number  of  layers  held  for  longer 
periods  by  means  of  recycling  or  force  molting. 
The  prevalence  of  this  practice,  even  though 
it  reduced  the  average  rate  of  lay,  kept  output 
at  higher  levels  through  1968  than  otherwise 
would  have  occurred. 

In  response  to  improved  prices  and  lower 
feed  costs,  producers  in  mid-1968  began  to 
start  more  pullets  for  laying  flock  replacement 
than  a  year  earlier.  In  the  last  half  of  1968 
there  were  12  percent  more  pullets  started 
than   in   the  last  half  of  the  previous  year. 

Prices—Prices  to  producers  for  eggs  averaged 
33.8  cents  per  dozen  in  1968,  about  2.6  cents 
above  a  year  earlier.  Prices  declined  seasonally 
from  31.5  cents  in  January  to  27.0  cents  in 
May.  This  was  about  2  cents  below  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  then  increased  generally  into  late  sum- 
mer and  in  September  jumped  almost  11  cents 
a  dozen  above  a  year  earlier. 

Production  Costs— The  cost  of  producing  eggs 
in  1968  was  lower  than  in  1967  as  a  result 
of  lower  feed  costs.  Laying  feed  averaged 
$80  per  ton,  $6  less  than  in  1967.  Started 
pullets  averaged  $1.67  each,  the  same  as 
in  the  preceding  year. 

Utilization— With  lower  production  and  higher 
prices,  per  capita  egg  consumption  declined 
in  1968.  Shell  egg  consumption  declined  about 
1  percent  and  consumption  of  processed  eggs 
declined   about   6  percent  from  1967  levels. 

There  was  a  sharp  decline  in  egg  break- 
ing activity  in  1968,  particularly  for  freez- 
ing and  drying.  This  was  due  in  part  to  a 
high  level  of  holdings  as  well  as  the  increase 
in  prices  after  mid-year.  While  total  pro- 
duction of  liquid  eggs  decreased  16  percent, 

liquid  eggs  for  immediate  consumption  in- 
creased about  6  percent  over  1967. 

Slightly  more  eggs  were  used  for  hatch- 
ing in  1968  than  a  year  earlier,  with  all  of  the 
increase  coming  the  last  half  of  the  year, 
as  egg  settings  for  both  broiler  chicks  and 
egg  type  chicks  expanded. 

Exports  of  market  shell  eggs,  dried, 
and  frozen  eggs  declined  5  percent  in  1968 
from  the  previous  year.  However,  exports 
of  hatching  eggs  were  up  5  percent. 

USDA  in  1968  purchased  16.7  million 
pounds  of  scrambled  egg  mix  at  a  cost  of 
$18   million.    The   mix   required   51  percent 
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dried  whole  egg  solids  from  table  quality 
eggs.  Purchases,  begin  in  May  for  delivery 
during  June  and  July,  were  for  use  in  the 
domestic  food  assistance  program.  In  June 
and  July  USDA  also  bought  6  million  cans 
of  whole  fowl  at  a  cost  of  $4.7  million  for 
use  in  the  food  assistance  program.  Fowl 
purchases  were  for  delivery  from  June  1968 
through  February  1969. 

Military  purchases  of  eggs  and  egg  pro- 
ducts in  1968  were  down  slightly  from  year- 
earlier  levels. 

BROILERS 

Outlook  for  1969 

Production — In  response  to  the  more  favorable 
broiler  feed-price  relationship  during  the  past 
year,  producers  will  probably  increase  broiler 
production  substantially  this  year.  The  histori- 
cal relationships  between  feed  costs,  broiler 
prices  in  one  year  and  production  the  next 
year  indicate  a  production  increase  of  about 
4  to  6  percent  in  1969.  The  number  of  broiler 
chicks  placed  for  marketing  in  the  first  quar- 
ter was  increased  4-5  percent  over  a  year 
earlier.  A  larger  increase  in  spring  market- 
ings is  likely. 

Prices— If  broiler  and  meat  supplies  increase 
as  expected,  broiler  prices  may  average  low- 
er than  in  1968.  Broilers  will  continue  to  face 
strong  competition  from  increased  supplies 
of  red  meats.  Also,  disposable  personal  in- 
come—a key  factor  in  meat  demand— is  ex- 
pected to  increase  again  in  1969  but  not  at 
the  rapid  pace  of  1968. 

Broiler  prices  currently  are  about  2 
cents  above  a  year  ago  and  will  likely  aver- 
age above  until  spring.  After  the  early  months 
of  this  year,  wholesale  prices  for  ready-to- 
cook  broilers  in  9  cities  are  expected  to  aver- 
age at  least  moderately  below  a  year  earlier; 
and  any  sizable  increase  in  production  in  the 
second  half  might  bring  substantially  lower 
prices. 

With  increasing  output,  prospects  for  low- 
er prices,  and  increasing  production  costs, 
broiler  growers  may  find  1969  less  profit- 
able than  1968. 

Production  costs  in  1969  will  likely  show 
moderate  increase  as  the  cost  of  feed  likely 
will  average  a  little  higher  due  to  higher 
prices  of  grain  and  animal  protein.  The  cost 


of  chicks  may  average  a  little  higher  in  the 
first  half  of  1969  than  a  year  earlier.  The 
combined  cost  of  other  items  of  production- 
labor,  interest,  and  equipment— will  also  like- 
ly increase,  but  at  a  slower  pace  than  1968. 

Review  of  1968 

Production— Broiler  production  in  1968  was 
up  about  1  percent  over  a  year  earlier  for 
one  of  the  smallest  annual  increases  on  re- 
cord. Production  fell  below  year-earlier  levels 
in  the  spring,  then  went  3  percent  above  in 
the  fourth  quarter.  There  was  a  slight  in- 
crease in  average  weights  at  which  broilers 
were  marketed. 


The  broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  aver- 
aged about  8  percent  smaller  in  1968  than 
1967.  However,  pullet  chick  placements  for 
the  broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  in  the  last 
half  of  1968  were  up  almost  13  percent,  in- 
dicating a  buildup  in  the  supply  flock  by  mid- 
1969. 


Prices— Broilers  benefited  from  the  increasing 

demand  for  meats  in  1968.  Even  with  increased 
supplies  of  competing  red  meats,  and  only 
a  slight  change  in  broiler  supplies,  broiler 
prices  in  1968  improved  significantly  over 
a  year  earlier.  The  wholesale  ready-to-cook 
.price  in  9  cities  averaged  27.1  cents  per 
pound,  2  cents  above  a  year  earlier.  Prices 
ranged  from  0.3  cent  per  pound  above  a  year 
earlier  in  January  to  3.0  cents  above  in  August. 

Per  capita  consumption  of  broilers,  at 
32.7  pounds  was  about  the  same  as  the  high 
level  reached  in  1967. 


Exports  of  young  chicken  and  chicken 
parts,  mostly  broilers,  increased  about  13 
percent  in  1968  over  1967.  Exports  of  chicken 
parts  increased  more  than  one-fifth,  which 
more  than  offset  the  20  percent  drop  in  ex- 
ports of  whole  young  chicken.  The  decline  in 
exports  of  whole  young  chicken  would  have  been 
greater  except  for  the  USDA  export  payment 
program.  In  an  effort  to  regain  markets  lost 
to  European  countries,  which  have  heavily 
subsidized  poultry  exports,  USDA  renewed  the 
poultry  export  program  in  April  1968.  Through 
December  1968  contracts  were  entered  into 
calling  for  the  exports  of  8.3  million  pounds  of 
whole  broilers  to  be  shipped  to  Switzerland  at 
a  program  cost  of  $1.4  million. 
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USDA  bought  35.1  million  pounds  of  broil- 
ers in  1968  for  the  school  lunch  program  at 
a  cost  of  $10.7  million.  Funds  for  the  purchase 
of  chicken  for  the  school  lunch  program  were 
provided  under  section  6  of  the  National  Schoo) 
Lunch  Act. 

Military  purchases  of  young  chicken  in 
the  January-November  period  were  down  16 
percent  from  1967. 

Broiler  production  costs  were  lower  in 
1968  than  1967  because  of  reduced  feed  costs. 
However,  partly  offsetting  were  higher  broiler 
chick  prices,  and  increases  in  costs  of  other 
production  items. 

Prices  paid  producers  for  broiler  hatching 
eggs  in  Georgia  averaged  62  cents  per  dozen 
in  1968,  about  5  cents  higher  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Prices  paid  for  broiler  chicks 
averaged  $9.16  per  hundred,  about  $2. 17  higher. 
The  costs  of  other  production  items  such  as 
labor,  interest,  and  equipment  increased. 

But  broiler  feed,  which  makes  up  about 
two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  production,  averaged 
$89  per  ton  in  1968,  about  $4  less  than  in  1967. 
Lower  feed  costs  and  improved  broiler  prices 
resulted  in  a  more  favorable  broiler  feed- 
price  ratio  Improvement  that  has  occurred 
in  this  ratio  should  strongly  influence  the  level 
of  production  through  much  of  1969. 

TURKEYS 

Outlook  for  1969 

Production — Decisions  on  the  1969  turkey  crop 
are  now  being  made.  Turkey  prices  in  relation 
to  feed  prices  in  1968  set  the  stage  for  some 
increase  in  the  1969  turkey  crop.  Feed  prices 
averaged  lower  in  1968  and  live  turkey  prices 
averaged  a  little  higher,  resulting  in  an  im- 
proved turkey  feed-price  ratio.  However,  the 
cost  of  other  items  of  production  increased. 
Furthermore,  the  price  increase  for  live  turkey 
in  the  last  half  of  1968  was  less  than  many  had 
anticipated,  based  on  the  sharp  reduction  in 
number  of  turkeys  raised  in  1968. 

The  1969  USDA  Turkey  Marketing  Guide, 
issued  in  December,  recommends  a  turkey 
crop  about  the  same  size  as  1968  to  achieve 
prices  somewhat  higher  than  in  1968.  With 
some  further  growth  in  demand,  this  level 
of  production  would  allow  for  a  reduction  in 
the  size  of  the  cold  storage  carryover  which 
has  depressed  prices  in  both  1968  and  1969. 


On  January  1  turkey  growers  reported 
plans  to  raise  3  percent  more  turkeys  in  1969 
than  in  1968.  Producers  plan  to  raise  4  per- 
cent more  heavy  breeds  and  decrease  light 
breed  production  5  percent.  Over  the  years 
intentions  reports  on  turkeys  have  been  a 
fairly  reliable  indicator  of  the  number  acutually 
raised. 

Turkey  production  in  the  first  half  is 
expected  to  be  down  substantially.  Because 
of  the  (323  million  pounds)  carryover  of  frozen 
turkey  this  winter,  however,  live  turkey  prices 
may  average  near  the  January  level  of  20.5 
cents  per  pound  through  the  first  half.  If  pro- 
duction is  increased  3  percent  as  indicated 
both  by  historical  response  and  growers  in- 
tentions, prices  in  the  main  marketing  season 
(next  September-December)  likely  will  average 
no  higher  than  the  21.1  cents  received  in 
the  same  period  last  year.  Turkeys  will  con- 
tinue to  face  strong  competition  this  year 
from  larger  supplies  of  red  meats  and  broilers. 
However,  increasing  consumer  income  and 
growing  use  of  turkey  for  cut-up  and  further 
processed  convenience  items  will  add  to  demand. 

Turkey  feed  prices  in  the  first  half  of 
1969  are  expected  to  increase  seasonally  and 
to  average  higher  than  in  the  same  period 
last  year.  Poult  prices  during  the  heavy  hatch- 
ing period  (March-June)  will  likely  average 
slightly  above  those  of  a  year  earlier.  Costs 
of  other  items  of  production  are  expected  to 
increase  in  1969  but  at  a  slower  rate  than  in 
1968. 

Review  of  1968 

Production— The  number  of  turkeys  raised, 
in  1968,  at  106.9  million,  was  16  percent 
less  than  in  1967.  Both  heavy  breeds  and  light 
breeds  were  reduced  by  about  the  same  per- 
cent. Because  of  heavier  marketing  weights, 
the  output  of  turkey  meat  during  1968  declined 
15  percent. 

Prices— Live  turkey  prices  averaged  20. 3  cents 
per  pound  in  1968,  about  0.8  cent  above  1967. 
They  were  at  a  low  of  17.5  cents  per  pound  in 
February,  then  began  a  gradual  increase  and 
reached  21.4  cents  in  November.  The  large 
supply  of  turkey  during  the  first  half  of  1968, 
mostly  consisting  of  carryover  stocks,  was 
influential  in  depressing  prices  severely.  There 
was  also  strong  competition  throughout  the 
year  from  large  supplies  of  red  meats  even 
though  their  prices  were  strong.  The  expected 
increase  in  demand  for  turkeys — as  a  result 
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of  rising  consumer  incomes  and  relatively 
low  turkey  prices — did  not  materialize,  and 
consumption  fell  from  the  high  level  of  a 
year  earlier. 


Turkey  consumption  early  in  1968  was 
above  year-earlier  levels.  However,  with  the 
production  cutback  and  rising  prices,  consump- 
tion in  the  main  marketing  season  dropped  be- 
low year-earlier  levels.  Production  of  cut-up 
and  further  processed  turkeys  increased  in  1968. 
Both  the  quantity  of  turkey  cut-up  and  the  quanti- 
ty further  processed  into  luncheons  and  special- 
ty items  increased  about  18  percent. 


Exports  of  turkey  in  1968  dropped  nearly 
15  percent  from  the  1967  level.  Increased  ex- 
ports of  turkey  parts  failed  to  offset  the  more 
than  40  percent  drop  in  exports  of  whole 
turkey.  The  loss  of  markets  for  whole  turkey 
was  in  EEC  countries  and  was  due  almost 
entirely  to  highly  restrictive  levies  imposed 
by  the  EEC. 

Military  purchases  in  1968  were  up  about 
19  percent  from  1967. 


USDA  purchases  of  turkey  during  1968 
were  record  large.  Purchases  for  distribu- 
tion to  needy  families  more  than  offset  a 
reduction  in  purchases  for  the  school  lunch 
program.  Purchases  in  the  school  lunch  pro- 
gram in  1968  amounted  44.6  million  pounds 
at  a  cost  of  $14.9  million— 30  million  pounds 
below  1967.  USDA  initiated  a  purchase  program 
in  October  for  canned  boned  turkey  for  distri- 
bution to  needy  families.  Under  this  program, 
which  ended  January  8,  1969,  a  total  of  918,000 
dozen  cans,  equivalent  to  39  million  pounds 
ready-to-cook  basis,  were  purchased  at  a  cost 
of  $17.8  million.  One  purchase  of  3,400  dozen 
cans  was  for  delivery  in  1968  with  the  balance 
for  delivery  in  1969.  Therefore,  the  major 
impact  of  this  program  will  likely  be  felt 
in  the  first  half  of  1969  when  the  turkey 
is  processed  from  storage  holdings  or  from 
current  production  to  fill  these  contracts.  Pur- 
chase of  turkey  under  both  programs  has 
amounted  to  84  million  pounds  at  a  cost  of 
nearly  $33  million— a  record  amount  from 
any  season's  turkey  production,  and  up  some 
12  percent  from  the  previous  year. 

The  carryover  of  turkey  at  the  end  of 
the  year  amounted  to  323  million  pounds,  the 
second  largest  amount  on  record. 
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Table    1. — Egg  production  and  farm  prices:  percent 
change  from  previous  year,  1957-69 


:                Egg  production  : 

:                       Egg  prices 

Year 

1  Million 

:      Percent  change  i 

'    Per  dozen 

:      Percent  change 

:  from  year  earlier  : 

:  from  year  earlier 

:  Million 

Percent 

Cents 

Percent 

1957 

1  61,026 

-1.1 

35.9 

-8.7 

1950 

:  61,607 

0 

38.5 

7.2 

1959 

:  63,335 

1.8 

31.4 

-18.1+ 

i960  : 

:  61,602 

-3.7 

36.1 

15.0 

196l  ! 

:  62,1+23 

.h 

35.6 

-1.1+ 

:  63,569 

.8 

33.8 

-5.1 

1963  : 

:  03,500 

-1.1 

2.1 

196k  : 

:  65,215 

1.7 

33.8 

-2.0 

1965  : 

65,692 

.7 

33.7 

-.3 

1966  : 

66,481+ 

1.2 

39.1 

16.0 

1967  : 

•  70,161 

5.5 

31.2 

-20.2 

1968  1/  : 

69,356 

-1.1 

33.8 

8.3 

1/  Preliminary. 


-  9  - 


X  CH 

15 
10 
5 


PRODUCTION  RESPONSE 
FOR  BROILERS 

ANGE  FROM  PRECEDING  YEAR  (LI VE WEI GHT) ~ 


.70 


67  « 
I*  * 


60     •  »3" 


.80  90         1.00  1.10 

PROFITABILITY  RATIO  * 


1.20 


1.30 


*  IN  PRECEOINC  y 
i.  DEPARTMENT  OF 


-INDEX  OF  Pft/CEI  RECEIVED  FOR  BROILERS  DIVIDED  fl V  INDEX  OF  FEED  ANO  CHICK  COSTS. 
ICULTURE  NEC.  ERS  3134-69(2)        ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERV 


Table    2. — Factors  related  to  change  in  annual  broiler  production,  1957-69 


Year 


Per  pound  of  live  weight  broiler  in  preceding  year 


Costs  1/ 


Feed  and  chick 


Calcu- 
lated 


Index  1957- 
59=100 


Prices  received 


Re- 
ported 


Index  1957- 
59=100 


Profit- 
ability 
ratio 

3/ 


Live  weight  broiler 
production  in 
current  year 


Re- 
ported 


Percentage 

change 
from  year 
earlier 


Lb. 

Ct. 

Ct^ 

Ct. 

ct. 

Mil.  lb. 

Pet. 

1957 

2.80 

13.9 

it. 6 

18.5 

109 

19.6 

110 

1.01 

4,683 

10 

1958 

2.68 

13.1 

3.9 

17.1 

100 

18.9 

106 

1.06 

5,431 

16 

1959 

2.80 

13-9 

U. 2 

18.1 

106 

18.5 

10l+ 

•  98 

5,763 

6 

I960 

2.65 

12.8 

3.1 

15-9 

93 

16.1 

90 

•  97 

6,017 

4 

1961 

2.51 

11.6 

3.7 

15.3 

90 

16.9 

95 

1.06 

6,832 

14 

1962 

2.42 

11.2 

3.1 

I1*. 3 

84 

13.9 

7b 

.93 

6,907 

1 

1963 

2.52 

11.8 

3.1 

lit. 9 

87 

15.2 

85 

■  98 

7,276 

5 

1964 

2.50 

12.0 

3.0 

15.0 

bb 

lit. 6 

02 

•  93 

7,524 

3 

1965 

2.49 

11.9 

2.9 

lit. 8 

87 

lit. 2 

00 

•  92 

8,115 

8 

1966 

2.36 

11.  4 

3.2 

lit. 6 

06 

15.0 

8lt 

■  98 

8,993 

11 

1967 

2.55 

12.6 

3.3 

16.0 

^ 

15.3 

86 

.91 

9,186 

2 

1968 

2.56 

12.6 

2.7 

15.3 

90 

13.5 

76 

.84 

V  9,233 

1 

1969  V 

2.50 

11.8 

5/  3.1 

lit. 8 

87 

Ik.  2 

80 

•  92 

1/  These  costs  which  are  based  upon  reported  prices  paid  by  producers  for  broiler  growing  mash  and  for  chicks 
are  higher  than  costs  that  would  be  incurred  by  a  highly  integrated  operator.    However,  year-to-year  changes  are 
probably  quite  representative  of  changes  in  the  broiler  industry  as  a  whole.    From  1963  to  date,  costs  are  based 
on  broiler  grower  feed  instead  of  the  broiler  growing  mash  which  has  been  eliminated.    2/  Includes  an  adjustment 
for  mortality.    3/  Tne  profitability  ratio  is  the  index  of  prices  received  divided  by  the  index  of  feed  and  chick 
costs.    4/  Forecast.    5/  Estimate  based  on  price  received  for  broiler  chicks  by  Georgia  hatcheries. 
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Table    3- — Factors  related  to  change  in  annual  turkey  production,  1957-69 


Year 

Per  pound  of  live  weight  turkey  in  preceding  year 

Live  weight  turkey 
production  in 
current  year 

Feed 
required 

Costs  1/ 

Price 

received 

Profit- 
ability 
ratio 

3/ 

Feed 

:  Poult 

;  §/ 

*      Feed  and  poult 

"Calcu-; Index  1957- 
jlated  ;  59=100 

Re-  ; 
ported; 

Index  1957- 

59=100 

Re- 
ported 

\ Percentage 
*  change 
[  from  year 
[  earlier 

Lb. 

Ct. 

ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Mil.  lb. 

Pet. 

1957 

5.09 

2k. 6 

h.5 

29.1 

102 

27.2 

115 

1.13 

1,356 

6 

1958 

5.**0 

26.2 

k.2 

30.1+ 

97 

23.  k 

99 

1.02 

1,356 

0 

1959 

5.23 

25.2 

3.4 

29-3 

101 

23-9 

101 

1.00 

1,^33 

6 

I960 

k.9k 

22.8 

k.o 

26.8 

97 

23-9 

101 

l.OU 

1,1+89 

1* 

1961 

22.9 

3.8 

26.9 

89 

25. k 

107 

1.20 

1,871 

26 

1962 

5.05 

23.8 

3.6 

27.6 

89 

18.9 

80 

•  90 

1,626 

-13 

1963 

5.06 

2k.k 

3-7 

28.1 

10U 

21.6 

91 

.88 

1,686 

It 

196U 

'  5.27 

2k.  9 

3.7 

28.6 

105 

22.3 

9k 

.90 

1,826 

8 

1965 

4.86 

23.2 

3.7 

26.9 

108 

21.0 

89 

.82 

1,915 

5 

1966 

k.77 

23.8 

3.5 

27.  k 

101 

22.2 

9k 

.93 

2,123 

11 

1967 

:  k.76 

3.5 

25.1 

103 

23.1 

97 

■  9k 

2,350 

11 

1968 

:  U.51 

19.6 

3.5 

23.1 

95 

19.5 

82 

.86 

2,001 

-15 

1969  5/ 

k.k6 

19.J* 

3.5 

22.9 

86 

19.6 

83 

.97 

~T7  These  costs,  based  upon  reported  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  turkey  growing  mash  and  for  poults,  are  higher 
than  costs  that  would  be  incurred  by  a  highly  integrated  operator.    However,  year-to-year  changes  are  probably 
quite  representative  of  changes  in  the  turkey  industry  as  a  whole.    From  1963  to  date,  costs  are  based  upon 


poults  and  turkey  grower  "complete  feed",  "complete"  ration  feed  specified;  whereas,  prior  to  1968,  no  specifica- 
tions as  too  "completeness  were  made".     2]  Includes  an  adjustment  for  mortality.    3/  The  profitability  ratio  is 
the  index  of  prices  received  divided  by  the  index  of  feed  and  poult  costs,    kj  Preliminary.    5/  Forecast. 
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Table    5. — Egg-type  replacement  hatch,  by  quarters,  1956-68 


Year  < 

First 
quarter  ] 

Second 
quarter 

Third 
quarter 

[      Fourth  * 
\  quarter 

Year 

:  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  : 

:        136. 4 

151.  4 

22.3 

23.9 

334.0 

1957  : 

:  97-9 

123.8 

17.2 

20.4 

259.4 

1958 

:  104.3 

142.8 

24.8 

26.  4 

298.2 

1959 

t  107.5 

121.3 

20.6 

21.0 

270.5 

i960  : 

1  66.6 

120.4 

25.9 

26.9 

239.8 

1961 

:  86.2 

111.7 

32.1 

32.9 

262.9 

1962 

:  73.7 

109.6 

34.0 

33.7 

251.0 

1963 

:  72.5 

109.3 

39.7 

35.9 

257.4 

196k 

:  74.0 

107.0 

43.7 

39.5 

264.2 

1965 

:  63.9 

9^.5 

»+5.3 

40.8 

244.5 

1966 

71.1 

106.0 

53.2 

54.  4 

284.7 

1967 

:  76.1 

95.2 

52.3 

43.8 

267.4 

1968 

:  62.6 

82.6 

5^.2 

53.8 

253.1 

Table      . — Broiler  pullets  placed  for  hatchery  supply  flocks, 
by  quarters,  1956-1968 


Year  1/  : 

First 
quarter 

Second 
quarter 

Third 
\  quarter 

I  Fourth 

)      quarter  * 

Year 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  i 

:  7.0 

8.1 

5.5 

5.6 

26.2 

1957  : 

:  6.4 

8.0 

5.0 

6.5 

25-9 

1958  ! 

:  7.0 

10.0 

7.9 

6.5 

31.4 

1959  ! 

:  7.3 

8.8 

5.5 

5.3 

26.9 

i960 

:  6.1 

10.0 

6.6 

6.2 

28.9 

1961  1 

:  7.9 

10.0 

6.7 

5.2 

29.8 

1962 

:  7.8 

7.8 

7.2 

6.1 

28.9 

1963 

:  6.9 

10.3 

6.9 

6.3 

30.4 

1964 

:  7.9 

8.2 

7.8 

6.6 

30.5 

1965 

:  8.2 

10.1 

7.6 

7.9 

33.8 

1966 

:  9-5 

11.6 

9.8 

8.8 

39.7 

1967 

s  9.2 

10.5 

8.4 

8.3 

36.4 

1968 

5  8.6 

10.3 

8.8 

9.3 

36.9 

1/  Additional  coverage  beginning  in  1964  accounted  for  approximately  4  percent 
more  pullets  than  previous  years. 
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Table    7. — Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  by  months, 
1962-66  average  and  1967-68  to  date  1/ 


Month 

1962-66  ; 

average  2/ 

• 

1967  : 

I960 

:  Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

January  : 

:  lo.O 

22.5 

19.2 

February  : 

:  22.o 

26.1 

21.9 

March  : 

: 

:  38.3 

36.7 

30.1 

April  : 

!  H7.3 

1*0.7 

3^.8 

May  j 

:           hi.  9 

37.4 

32.6 

June 

:  25.7 

27.6 

25.*+ 

July 

!  18.1 

19.7 

20.8 

August 

!  16.3 

20.7 

20.8 

September 

:  16.6 

20.3 

21.4 

October 

:  17.2 

19.1 

22.3 

November 

:  15.6 

16.8 

20.8 

December 

1  15.2 

16.2 

20.0 

Total 

:  293.0 

303.9 

290.0 

1/  One-half  egg-type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically 
for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading  breeders. 

2/  1962-63  exclude  placements  by  a  few  broiler  breeders  which  were  covered 
for  the  first  time  in  I96U. 
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Table  10.—  U.S.  egg  imports  1966,  1967  and  1968 


Item  and  country  of  origin 

'.  1966 

:  1967 

:  1968 

:  Dozen 

Dozen 

Dozen 

Chicken  shell  eggs 

Canada 

:  418,538 

368,528 

355,416 

Mexico 

:  1,447,680 

Belgium 

!  2,820 

16,440 

Denmark 

«  13,950 

31,800 

83 

Netherlands 

:  43,276 

51,171 

120 

Sweden 

:       141 , 000 

75,000 

—  —  — 

United  Kingdom 

:  2,340 

60 

Iran 

12,600 

Israel 

:  — 

8,880 

1,889,220 

Taiwan 

500 

Other 

1/1,125 

2/9,000 

Total 

:  2,069,604 

565 ,604 

2,5,5^,339. 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Dried  whole  egg  yolk  and  albumen 

Canada  ; 

:  1,080 



750 

Argentina 

:  98,138 

Denmark  : 

:  779,151 

523,702 

398,800 

West  Germany 

111,      T  C  f 

!  114,156 

52,764 

3o,  016 

Netherlands  : 

!  110,208 

368,142 

374,681 

Poland  : 

44,000 

Sweden  : 

:  — 

96,250 

48,840 

United  Kingdom  { 

51 , 200 

60,000 

160,696 

Other  ; 

;   

3/8,000 

— 

Total 

•  1,153,933 

1,108,858 

1,065,783 

•  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Liquid  or  frozen  whole  eggs  yolk 

and  albumen  ! 

Denmark  ; 

:  241,732 

28,578 

— — — 

Poland  : 

944,433 

United  Kingdom  : 

10,473,141 

22,400 

65,760 

Australia  j 

27,999 

Taiwan  j 

:  2,970 

3,874 

19,962 

Japan  : 

5,626 

4,109 

4,461 

Other  : 

4/165 

Total  : 

11,695,901 

58,961 

90,348 

1/  Brazil-570;  West  Germany -495 ;  France-60. 
2/  Venezuela 
3/  Japan 
\J  France 
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Table  11. — Export  payments  on  Chicken  to  Switzerland,  1968-69* 


Amount  purchased  * 

Price  range 
paid  per  pound 

*       Cost  of  purchase 

Week  : 
ending  J 

Weekly 

'Cumulative  *- 

Neck  and  giblets 

'Cumulative 

With      :  Without 

• 
• 

—\  Weekly 

1968  ; 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

Cents 

1,000 
dollars 

1,000 
dollars 

May     8  ; 
15  ! 

23  : 
29  : 

150 
180 
:  60 
:  90 

150 
330 
390 
480 

16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 

25,350 
30,900 
10,200 
15,150 

25,350 
56,250 
66,450 
81,600 

June    5  i 

12  ! 

19  ! 
26  ! 

i  180 
150 

!  1,430 

!  280 

660 
810 
2,240 
2,520 

16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 
17.0-18.0 
17.0 

30,900 
25 , 950 
251,700 
47,600 

112,500 
138,450 

390,150 
437,700 

July  3 

10  ! 
17  ! 

26  : 

66 

:  70 
:  30 

!  280 

2,586 
2,656 
2,466 
2,746 

17.0 

17.0-18.0 

17.0 

17.0 

11,220 
12,200 
5,100 

47,600 

448,970 
461,170 
428,870 
476,470 

Aug.  7 

28  ; 

420 
:  1,840 

3,166 
5,006 

17.0-18.0 
16.5-17.5 

72,600 

3l4 , 000 

549,070 
863,070 

SeDt.ll 

18  : 

200 
:  44l 

5.206 
5,647 

16.5-17.5 
16.5 

34,000 
72,765 

897.070 

969,835 

Oct.    9  : 
16 
30 

t  30 
:  708 
:  i+30 

5,677 
6,385 
6,815 

13.75 

13.50-13.75 
14.75 

4,125 
96,680 
63,425 

973,960 

1,070,640 
1,134,065 

Nov.    6  : 

:  575 

7,390 

14.25 -14.75 

84,330 

1,218,395 

Dec.  11  : 
31 

1  840 
!  38 

8,230 
8,268 

15.50-16.75 
16.25 

138,200 
6,175 

1,356,595 
1,362,770 

1969 

Jan.    8  : 

15  : 
29 

:  44i 
!  400 
:  1,216 

8,709 
9,109 
10,325 

15.50 
16.75 
15.75-17.00 

68,355 
67,000 

200,745 

1,431,125 
1,498,125 
1,698,870 

Feb.  5 

:  3,564 

13,889 

31.75-33.89 

1,163,000 

2,861,870 

*No  acceptable  offers  received  for  the  weeks  not  listed. 
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Table  12. — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  In  selected  broiler 
Industry  statistics,  1962  to  date  1/ 


Year          Jan.  " 

Feb. 

I  Mar. 

*  Apr. 

!  ^  ! 
1  1 

June 

1  Julr 

Sept .  m 

Oct. 

■or. 

Dec 

:  Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 

> 

7-l4  months  earlier 

1962 

13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-3 

-6 

-6 

-6 

rr 

-1 

-9 

-11 

1963 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-8 

-6 

-3 

-1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

8 

1961+ 

8 

7 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

5 

3 

1 

-2 

-5 

1965 

:  -6 

-5 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

4 

5 

7 

10 

1966 

•  12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

14 

1967 

16 

1 7 

18 

18 

16 

19 

20 

20 

21 

14 

0 

-1 

1968 

-4 

-7 

-8 

-10 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-13 

-9 

-8 

-6 

-5 

1969 

-3 

-3 

-2 

-1 

1 

3 

4 

: 
: 

Broiler  chick  placements  in  22  or  23  States  advanced 

2  months  to  expected  marketing  month 

1962 

0 

3 

2 

2 

-1 

0 

-2 

-1 

-1 

3 

12 

19 

1963  i 

18 

10 

k 

-1 

0 

2 

6 

7 

5 

2 

0 

1 

1964  : 

4 

6 

6 

5 

3 

1 

-1 

1 

4 

5 

5 

4 

1965 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

11 

13 

13 

14 

1966 

!  13 

X^ 

14 

12 

10 

9 

9 

8 

8 

10 

X  J. 

XX 

1967 

8 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

0 

0 

1 

-1 

-3 

-5 

1968 

-1 

-5 

0 

-2 

-3 

-1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1969 

5 

Broiler  prices 

received  by  U.S.  producers 

1962 

-3 

-3 

-3 

-1 

4 

11 

18 

27 

29 

26 

12 

0 

1963 

-7 

-6 

-2 

2 

3 

1 

-3 

-8 

-9 

-6 

-3 

-3 

1964 

-7 

-7 

-10 

-9 

-7 

-3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1965 

it 

6 

8 

10 

11 

10 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

7 

1966 

•  9 

lv 

8 

8 

5 

5 

3 

3 

-1 

-4 

—A.KJ 

-JO 

1967 

-13 

-13 

-12 

-17 

-16 

-15 

-14 

-14 

-13 

-12 

-8 

-7 

1968 

!  -4 

-2 

0 

5 

8 

10 

11 

12 

10 

10 

10 

11 

1969 

4 

1 

, 

; 

Prices 

paid  to 

commercial  hatcheries  for  broiler-type  chicks 

2/ 

1 

1962 

'  -22 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-5 

4 

15 

23 

25 

20 

15 

1963 

i  11 

10 

12 

14 

13 

6 

0 

-6 

-8 

-8 

-8 

-9 

1964 

:  -11 

-13 

-14 

-13 

-10 

-5 

-4 

-3 

-4 

-4 

-1 

4 

1965 

:  10 

15 

18 

21 

19 

16 

11 

6 

0 

-3 

-5 

-3 

1966 

:  -1 

1 

2 

5 

7 

8 

9 

9 

6 

X 

-5 

1967 

:  -7 

-16 

-19 

-22 

-22 

-21 

-21 

-23 

-24 

-22 

-17 

-11 

1968           :  -9 

5 

11 

16 

17 

15 

16 

18 

22 

22 

22 

20 

1969  t 

: 
: 

Prices  paid  to  Georgia  producers 

for  hatching  eggs 

1962 

1 

■  -22 

—eld 

-24 

-22 

-14 

-3 

9 

24 

33 

34 

of) 
20 

23 

1963 

:  21 

24 

31 

35 

29 

15 

5 

-1 

-1 

-1 

-3 

-8 

1964 

!  -14 

-18 

-18 

-17 

-13 

-8 

-12 

-11 

-11 

-4 

-1 

4 

1965 

l  9 

13 

15 

16 

14 

10 

6 

2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1966 

t  0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

5 

7 

7 

5 

0 

-4 

1967 

:  -8 

-11 

-12 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-15 

-15 

-13 

-10 

-6 

1968 

:  -3 

2 

5 

8 

9 

8 

9 

11 

14 

14 

14 

13 

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages.  2/  U.S.  average  prices 
1962  through  Bov ember  19-64  and  Georgia  price  thereafter. 


-  19  - 


PES-255 


FEBRUARY  1969 

Table  13. — Prices  of  poultry  feeds,  feed  ingredients,  chicks  and  poults,  1950-68 


Year 

Index  of 
prices  paid 
by  farmers 

for  feed 
(1957-59=100) 

Price  per  hundredweight  or  ton  1/ 

Laying 
feed 

Broiler 
grower 
feed  ' 

Turks y 
2  row  cr 

feed 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

1950 

105 

1+.53 

4 .  yd 

1951 

118 

1+.96 

q  tf 

5-33 

1952 

126 

5.27 

q  £q 
j  .05 

5.61 

1953 

lilt 

It. 8! 

q  of 

P  .  do 

5.25 

1951 

113 

It. 90 

5.30 

1955 

106 

1+.58 

5.00 

5.00 

1956 

103 

1+.1+8 

it. 95 

1+.90 

1957 

101 

1+.1+2 

h  fto 

1+.8U 

1958 

99 

l+.l+U 

it. 97 

1+.85 

1959 

100 

It.  1+1+ 

h  flU 

H  .  OH 

1+.81 

I960 

98 

It. 31 

h  fo 

1+.62 

1961 

98 

it. 36 

it.6it 

1+.65 

1962 

100 

it. 38 

1+.67 

1+.71 

1963 

101+ 

8lt.6 

91.0 

90.0 

196U 

103 

83.7 

91-0 

89.O 

1965 

101+ 

83.2 

91.0 

89.O 

1966 

109 

85.9 

9k. Q 

91.0 

1967 

106 

86.2 

93.0 

91.0 

1968 

102 

80.0 

89.O 

87.O 

Price  per  hundredweight 

Price 

per  hundred 

at  wholesale 

Chicks 

Soybean  meal 

Egg-type 

All 

Corn             '      (1+4  percent 

Broiler-type , 

pullets, 

poults 

2/  ; 

protein) 

Georgia 

seasonal 

3/ 

[       average  h/ 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Cents 

Dollars 

1950 

2.6k 

3.21 



27.7 

71+.20 

1951 

3.20 



29.1 

69.80 

1952 

3.16 

1*. 19 

30.2 

ff  T\ 

CO  .  (1 

1953 

2.79 

3.21 

16.69 

31.6 

66.30 

2.8l 

3.99 

lit.  33 

33.1 

62.01 

1955 

2.1*7 

2.81+ 

Ik. 99 

33.3 

61.77 

1956 

2.53 

2.56 

13.61+ 

35.5 

63.77 

1957 

2.27 

2.35 

11.11+ 

36.0 

61.08 

1958 

2.19 

2.80 

12.57 

37.6 

59.39 

1959 

2. lit 

2.82 

8.58 

37.  k 

56.52 

I960 

2.03 

2.66 

11.1+9 

37.1+ 

59.08 

1961 

1.98 

3.16 

9-27 

37.7 

58.32 

1962 

1.98 

3.32 

9.38 

37.1 

56. 1+7 

1963 

2.21 

3.62 

9.72 

1+8.3 

56.23 

196^ 

2.19 

3.1+6 

8.83 

1+7.8 

57.18 

1965 

2.28 

3.57 

9.56 

170.0 

56.78 

1966 

2.1+0 

1+.19 

9.90 

168.0 

57.00 

1967 

2.27 

3.82 

7.99 

167.0 

55.68 

1968 

1.98 

3.87 

9.16 

167.0 

5h.  51 

1/  Beginning  January  1968  "complete"  ration  feed  Specified  which  is  fed  without  further  mixing  or  supplementa- 
tion is  quoted.     Prior  to  January  1968  the  quotations  usually  reflected  the  higher  prices  by  higher  protein 
feeds  requiring  supplementation.    Prices  were  revised  back  to  1963  on  tonnage  whereas  quantities  before  1963  were 
reported  in  pounds. 
_2/  No.  3  yellow,  Chicago. 

3/  Bulk,  Decatur. 

57  All  sexed  pullets,  1950  through  I96I,  thereafter  though  I96I+  incross  bred  sexed  pullets,  started  pullets 
from  1965.  y 

5/  Average  price  paid  by  farmers  for  started  pullets. 
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Table  16  . — Poults  hatched  per  breeder  hen  on  hand  January  1,  September-February, 
March-August  and  September-August,  195*+  to  date 


Year  : 

Turkey 
breeder 

hens 
on  farms 
January  1 

Poults  hatched 

Total 

:  Per  breeder  hen  on  hand  January  1 

'  6  months 
through 
February 

\    6  months 
through 
August 

|  12  months 
I  through 
'  August 

6  months  ' 

*  through 

*  February  \ 

6  months 
through 
August 

|  12  months 
j  through 
|  August  1/ 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

195I+  : 

3,095 

11,357 

60,183 

71, 540 

3.7 

19.4 

23.1 

1955  J 

3,012 

11,303 

58,053 

69,356 

3.8 

19.3 

23.0 

1956  : 

3,181 

12,529 

70,423 

82,952 

3.9 

22.1 

26.1 

1957  : 

3,605 

16,960 

71,490 

88,U50 

4.7 

19.8 

24.5 

1958  : 

3,336 

13,138 

71,310 

Qk,kk8 

3.9 

*J  •  y 

21.4 

25.^ 

*-y  • 

1959  : 

3,662 

16,872 

74,377 

91,21+9 

4.6 

20.3 

24.9 

*—  *  •  y 

i960  ! 

3,327 

18,598 

73,066 

91,664 

5.6 

y  *  v 

22.0 

27  6 

1961  ! 

4,316 

27,372 

91,300 

118,672 

6.3 

21.2 

27  5 

1962  ! 

3,823 

17,730 

83,240 

100,970 

4.6 

21.8 

26.4 

1963 

3,777 

17,175 

84,539 

101,71^ 

4.5 

22.4 

26.9 

1964 

3,636 

19,056 

89,690 

108,746 

5.2 

24.7 

29.9 

1965 

:  3,555 

18,793 

95,853 

114,646 

5-3 

27.0 

32.2 

1966 

:  3,920 

25,448 

102,022 

127,470 

6.5 

26.0 

32.5 

1967 

:  k,lkQ 

34,422 

104,973 

139,395 

8.3 

25.3 

33.6 

1968 

i  3,392 

25,13^ 

90,999 

116,133 

7.4 

26.8 

34.2 

1/  Detail  may  not  add  exactly  due  to  rounding. 
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Table  19. — Military  purchases  of  eggs  and  poultry,  by  months,  196H-67 


Month 

Eggs  1/ 

Chicken  2/ 

:               Turkey  2/ 

1965 

:  1966 

':  1967 

:  1968 

1965 

':  1966 

i  1967 

':  1968 

'  1965 

:  1966 

:1967 

1968 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

doz. 

doz. 

doz. 

doz. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

January  : 

6.2 

8.1 

9.6 

9-9 

6.9 

8.0 

9-3 

7.3 

1.6 

2.7 

5.6 

6.5 

February  : 

6.0 

7.3 

7.6 

8.5 

l.h 

7.8 

7.2 

8.6 

2.0 

h.9 

3-9 

U.O 

March  : 

8.1 

8.9 

8.2 

8.1+ 

7.9 

8.3 

6.9 

10.8 

2.0 

2.2 

1.5 

3.1 

April  ! 

7.7 

8.0 

10.il 

10.  h 

6.9 

7.6 

10.1 

9-7 

2.2 

1.6 

2.1 

2.5 

May  : 

7.h 

10.6 

11.6 

8.1 

8.3 

9.3 

10.1 

8.6 

3.2 

6.9 

1+.0 

3.0 

June 

9-1 

8.5 

12.3 

11.9 

9-1 

10.2 

11.7 

11.0 

2.1+ 

3.5 

l+.l 

5.3 

July 

h.3 

6.2 

7.9 

7.5 

6.1+ 

5-2 

10.7 

7.0 

3.3 

5.6 

3.6 

6.9 

August 

•  6.9 

8.9 

8.U 

8.2 

7.9 

8.8 

11.9 

10.7 

5-3 

6.2 

5.9 

5.7 

September 

:  7.3 

10.7 

9.6 

9-8 

9* 

6.8 

7.5 

6.2 

3.5 

5.6 

5.9 

6.4 

October 

:  13.3 

9.8 

9.7 

8.0 

12.2 

9.3 

7.8 

5.3 

5.1 

9.0 

7.9 

5.U 

November 

I  11.1+ 

l.h 

7.7 

8.5 

6.7 

8.0 

6.5 

8.0 

3.5 

5-9 

3.8 

7.0 

December 

:  5.9 

7.h 

8.5 

5.1 

7.9 

1+.8 

6.8 

5.7 

2.1 

5.3 

7.0 

YEAR  3/ 

:  93.5 

101.8 

110.3 

107.7 

9k. 2 

97.2 

10U.5 

99-9 

39-8 

56.2 

52.7 

62.8 

1/  Includes  the  shell  equivalent  of  frozen  and  dried  egg  products. 

2/  Includes  the  equivalent  ready-to-cook  weight  of  canned  or  dehydrated  products  and 
convenience  products  made  from  chicken  or  turkey  meat. 

3/  Details  may  not  add  exactly  to  total  due  to  rounding. 
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Table  20. --United  States  poultry  meat  exports  to  selected  area,  I96O-68 


Fresh  or 

frozen 

;      Total  ; 
\    canned  \ 
\    poultry  | 

Fresh  or 

Year  and 

area  . 

Young 
chickens 
1/ 

Total 
chicken 
and  capons 

Turkey 

:  Total 
poultry 

! 

frozen  and 

canned 
poultry  2J 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

1.000  lb. 

I960  : 
West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

4o,8l4 

1*7,845 

45,169 
93,014 

63,665 
73,831 
59,822 
133,653 

15,891 
17,025 

7,119 
24,144 

81,558 
92,970 
70,788 
163,758 

4,422 
4,651 
8,136 
12,787 

85,980 
97,621 
78,924 
176,545 

1961 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

79,505 
94,632 
54,681 
149,313 

110,631 
130,575 
70,848 
201,423 

17,991 
19,566 
8,296 
27,862 

130,989 
152,934 
82,858 
235,792 

6,761 
6,893 
5,364 
12,257 

137,750 
159,827 
88,222 
248,049 

1062 
West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

93,290 
112,897 

59,679 
172,576 

122,166 
146,270 
74,920 
221,190 

25,117 
28,903 
7,950 
36,853 

148,872 
177,028 
86,194 
263,222 

3,449 
3,526 
4,270 
7,796 

152,321 
180,554 
90,464 
271,018 

1963 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

29,100 
40,578 
71,695 
112,273 

46,401 
60,774 
93,582 
154,356 

19,276 
24,192 
6,697 
30,889 

66,470 
85,937 
104,639 
190,576 

8,401 
8,658 
9,603 
18,261 

74,871 
94,595 
114,242 
208,837 

1964 
West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

35,875 
42,854 
67,813 
110,667 

59,100 
71,015 
88,093 
159,108 

23,130 
30,601 
12,632 
43,233 

83,582 
103,512 
105,049 
208,561 

15,741 
16,119 
6,526 
22,645 

99,323 
119,631 
111,575 
231,206 

1965 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

•  20,752 
:  26,992 
60,920 
:  87,912 

31,253 
40,519 

70,600 
111,120 

37,464 

49,833 
8,666 
58,499 

7l,8l4 
95,415 
85,341 
180,756 

13,870 
1^,361 
5,424 
19,785 

85,684 
109,776 

90,765 
200,541 

1966 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

:  21,409 
:  26,136 
:  64,864 
91,000 

25,685 
31,323 
72,308 
103,631 

30,795 
38,364 
8,586 
46,950 

58,923 
73,209 
87,243 
160,452 

9,938 
10,365 

5,316 
15,680 

68,861 
83,572 
92,561 
176.133 

1967 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

:  11,508 
.  13,481 
66,052 
79,533 

11,568 
13,647 
68,076 
81,723 

30,417 
37,985 
10,898 
48,883 

46,072 
57,035 
85,901 
142,936 

9,830 
9,864 
5,506 
15,370 

55,902 
66,899 
91,407 
158,306 

1968 

West  Germany 
Total  Common  Market 
Other  countries 
All  countries 

:  5,336 
:  6,043 
:  79,983 
:  86.026 

5,336 
6,081 
82,890 
88.971 

24,946 
29,773 
11,855 
41.628 

34,287 
40,809 
102,950 
14,3,759 

4,927 
5,095 
6,466 
11.561 

39,214 
45,904 
104,250 
155.^20 

1/  Prior  to  1965  broilers  and  fryers 

g/  Includes  other  poultry  and  game  and  poultry  liver,  but  excludes  "poultry  specialties"  which 
totaled  1,403,000  pounds  in  1965,  2,996,000  pounds  in  1966,  2,031,000  pounds  in  1967  and  1,918,000 
lbs.  in  1968. 

2/  Product  weight. 
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